78                       KEIR  HARDIE
papers from which the working classes expect
political light and guidance" gave far more
space and prominence to the royal birth and the
presidential taking-off than to the colliery dis-
aster. " Offensively snobbish" he called this.
" Everyone would mourn with Madame
Carnot and rejoice in a subdued kind of way
with the Duke and Duchess in the birth of their
child, but it is to the sore-stricken poor of that
Welsh valley that the true hearts of this great
nation will turn with over-welling sympathy."
In the House of Commons he found no true
heart to support him when he urged that
" if the Government will not find an opportun-
ity for a vote of condolence with the relatives
of those who are lying stiff and stark in a Welsh
valley, the motion before the House ought
never to have been proposed either. If it
be for rank and title only that time and occasion
can be found in this House, then the sooner
that truth is known outside the better.9*
o
Indignation led him into gibes against the royal
family which served merely to enrage the bulk
of his hearers. The scene became one of howling
rowdyism. Hardie was yelled at, sworn at,
roared at, but he stood firm and finished his
speech. He had attempted to propose as an
amendment that the House should condole with
the friends of ~the dead miners' and condemn a